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wife would not touch food until they had fed the
devotees, they both starved as they could not feed
the devotees for want of resources.

He and his wife, therefore, prayed unto the Lord
asking him to show a- creditor who would lend money
and vowed that other-wise they would not touch food
until they had fed the devotees. The Lord told him that
by his grace the farmer would find in his house a granary
full of first quality rice and that he would find it
inexhaustive also. The farmer used the rice for feeding
the devotees and in due course he and his wife attained
the feet of the Lord.

39. A VAISYA BOY GIVEN VICTORY
IN A SUIT

There was a merchant in Madurai by name
Dhanapathi. He was fabulously rich, he had a beautiful
and dutiful wife by name Suseela. They had no offspring
and so Dhanapathi adopted hi$ sister's son and ihe
couple brought up the boy with great care and affection.
However, ill feelings between him and his sister arose
frequently. Qnce the sister wounded his feelings by
saying th^t he had a cursed life and he was denied a son
and she had to go to his rescue by giving her ^on in
adoption to him. Dhanapathi, therefore, decided to enter
Vanaprashtha Ashrama and do penance so that atteast
in future births he. might not have such a cursed life. HQ
accordingly left all property to his adopted son and sent
away with his wife to do penance.

After he left, his D hay ad hies (paternal cousins
etc,) unlawfully deprived the adopted son of all his